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. "Nice turns,” my handsome ski instructor says, as | ski up to him, taking in his reassuring Return:
smile and the million-dellar view of the mountains of Utah from the Park City Mountain
Resort. Travelers:
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Advertisement It's early December and my first day out on "GO 33
the slopes this season. For the first time, I'm etk
starting a ski season by taking a lesson (== -
instead of trailing behind my kids—expert | + .
skiers all—each beseeching me to, "Ski Eya”aF"lf tiﬁMak; C‘fj”‘?;
3 faster, mom!" (That's my payoff for all those SEIRLY LR AR S
Preml um Economy years of schlepping them to ski school). As Problems Persist, is
: ' P 2 + | brian Head Resort Av x|
Ski.com's Dan Sherman suggests that there are more lift ticket specials in g2 -2 2 e et !

seasons, especially tied to lodging—close to 1,000 listed on their site—but the key is to choose
wisely to maximize your ski buck. For example, at The Canyons in Park City, certain packages
include free lift tickets, in Aspen book the right package and kids ski free in March and April. And
they ski free all season at Steamboat.

Cheapflights.com has created a list of the Top 10 Ski Destinations in the U.S_, Canada and Europe,
along with a helpful guide on "How to Pack for a Ski Vacation," which also features a table outlining
the costs of carrying skis on flights on various airlines.

If everyone in your gang is a beginner, consider smaller mountains near where you live—Hunter
Mountain in New York, for example; Crystal Mountain in Michigan; Brian Head Resort in Utah; Bolton
Valley in Vermont and Mount Rose on the North Shore of Lake Tahoe). At Ski Sawmill in North ‘
Central Pennsylvania, Friday nights are "family nights" with adult lifts for just $17; kids tickets for $15 -
and rentals for $15. Stay at the new Mountain Inn and get free lifts. ‘

Several states also offer "passports" all season for kids of certain ages, allowing them to ski free—
once you have filled out the paperwork and paid a small processing fee. Check out the list at
kidznsnow.com. The passports are available for fourth-graders in New York, fifth-graders in Colorado
and Vermont, fourth- and fifth-graders in New Hampshire, fifth- and sixth-graders in Utah, and fifth-,
sixth- and seventh-graders in Maine.

Just be forewarned: The Kids will beat you down the mountain before you know it.
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