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Brothers own local '

security business

By CHRISTIE HUMEL
Daily Aztec Staff Writer

o you wonder what
you’ll end up doing after
graduation? If you’re

lucky, you could start a success-
ful business like brothers John
and Gus Kontopuls, owners of
Elite Show Services Inc.

Gus, 36, president and co-
owner of Elite, attended San
Diego State University from
1981 to 1983. John, 32, chief
operating officer and co-owner
of Elite, graduated from SDSU
in 1988.

Elite is an event-staffing com-
pany that recently won a three-
year agreement with the San
Diego Padres to administer secu-
rity for all the baseball games at

Qualcomm Stadium.. . ., .. .

Also, last week Elite won the
bid to provide all security ser-
vices to SDSU events such as
concerts and basketball games.

The Kontopuls brothers were
born in San Diego.

“We were destined to be
Aztecs,” John said.

As a student, John was presi-
dent of Tau Kappa Epsilon and
was the founding president of
the Order of Omega Honor Soci-
ety for fraternity and sorority
members. He was also vice pres-
ident of the Interfraternity Coun-
cil.

John said he was on campus
the other day and felt proud
when he saw a poster on a soror-
ity house congratulating two
members for making Omega.

John was also an account
executive for Associated Stu-
dents, which he credits for his
sales experience. He worked for
SDSU Public Safety as a part-
time security guard and worked
concerts at SDSU for bands such
as The Cure, Oingo Boingo and
The Police.

“I got a lot out of the college
experience,” John said. “The

activities I was involved in|

helped nurture my skills in busi-
ness.”

Gus was involved in Delta Chi
as a student. He has been elected
to the advisory committee for the
Republic of South Africa Cape
Town 2004 and was recently the

executive loan programmer with |

companies in South Africa to

train them how to handle con-|

certs.
He had one and a half weeks
to prepare the South African

companies for their Metallica ||

concert.

“I spent two weeks expressing
security concerns,” he said.

About 16 years ago, Gus
worked as a security guard in
high school. He saw a void in the
market place that could be filled
by focusing on customer service
and later decided to start a busi-
ness that stresses public relations
and communications.

“The Elite employees are|,

friendly and take pride in cus-
tomer service,” John said.
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